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(Biodiversity and vertical distribution of corals in Nagura Bay, Ishigaki.)

Frederic Sinniger", Saki Harii*

! Tropical Biosphere Research Center, University of the Ryukyus, Sesoko, Japan

Nagura Bay in Ishigaki is a unique environment for coral reef ecosystems with a complex topography. However, as
for most coral reefs worldwide, the vertical distribution of coral species and the biodiversity of mesophotic corals
remains virtually unknown. Here we report the preliminary observations of the coral distribution and diversity
Nagura Bay, Ishigaki. The coral cover and community structure were estimated using photoquadrats, while detailed
coral identification was based on morphological and molecular examination of samples. We will discuss the
diversity trends observed when comparing shallow and deep communities and their impacts toward the

conservation of coral communities in Nagura Bay.
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